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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: APUB, PFOR, EGEN, CZ, US 

SUBJECT: BOOK CLAIMS U.S. WAGES ECONOMIC WAR AGAINST CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

1 . SUMMARY: EMBASSY REPORTS PUBLICATION OF BOOK ON ALLEGED U.S. 
"ECONOMIC WAR" AGAINST CSSR AND ITS ALLIES. BASED ON SUMMARY 
READING, BOOK APPEARS TO BE REHASH OF FAMILIAR COMMUNIST 
ACCUSATIONS. EMBASSY SEES NO GREAT SIGNIFICANCE IN BOOK. 

COPIES POUCHED TO INR/P. IF WARRANTED, EMBASSY WILL COMMENT 
FURTHER AFTER ENTIRE TEXT IS DIGESTED. END SUMMARY. 

2. RUDE PRAVO RECENTLY ANNOUNCED PUBLICATION OF BOOK BY ZDENEK 
PROCHAZKA ENTITLED "ECONOMIC WAR OF THE UNITED STATES AGAINST 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA". PUBLISHER OF 329 PAGE, SOFT-BACK BOOK, WHICH 
SELLS FOR 16 CROWNS (ROUGHLY $3 AT OFFICIAL OR $1.50 AT DIPLOMATIC 
EXCHANGE RATE), IS "NASE VOJSKO" ("OUR TROOPS") OF PRAGUE, GOC 
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PUBLISHING HOUSE SPECIALIZING IN TRACTS FOR MILITARY INDOCTRINATION. 
AUTHOR PRESUMABLY IS SAME LT. COL. ZDENEK PROCHAZKA WHO, ACCORDING 
TO EMBASSY BIOGRAPHIC FILES, WAS DEPUTY HEAD OF IDEIOLOGIICAL 
ADMINISTRATION OF CZECHOSLOVAK ARMY’S MAIN POLITICAL ADMINISTRATION 
IN 1970. 

3. EMBASSY HAS NOT YET TRANSLATED ENTIRE CZECH TEXT, BUT INITIAL 
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SUMMARY READING INDICATES BOOK IS A PURELY POLEMIC REHASH OF 
FAMILIAR COMMUNIST ACCUSATIONS. BOOK PURPORTS TO EXPLAIN U.S. 

"ECONOMIC AGRESSION" AGAINST CSSR AND ITS ALLIES FROM "COLD WAR" 

DAYS UP TO PRESENT, ASSERTING THAT USG HAS SUBORDINATED ITS 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS TO "POLICY OF FRANTIC ARMAMENT AND PREPARATIONS 
FOR WORLD WAR III". IN FINAL CHAPTER ("FLOP OF U.S. ECONOMIC WAR"), 

AUTHOR ENDS ON COMPARATIVELY UP-BEAT NOTE BY ASSERTING THAT 
TRANSITION FROM COLD WAR TO RELAXATION OF TENSIONS CAN BRING 
ABOUT MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL COOPERATION IN PLACE OF ECONOMIC WAR. 

4. COMMENT: WE PERCEIVE NO GREAT SIGNIFICANCE IN CONTENTS OR 
EMERGENCE OF BOOK (WHICH IS DATED 1976) AT THIS TIME. PRESUMABLY 
IT IS JUST ANOTHER LOG TO KEEP FIRES OF IDEOLOGICAL VIGILANCE 
BURNING BRIGHTLY, ALTHOUGH CURRENT CHARTER 77 CONTROVERSY MAY 
HELP IT MOVE UP ON MARXIST BEST SELLER LIST. 

5. EMBASSY HAS POUCHED TWO COPIES TO INR/P. IF WARRANTED, 

WE WILL REPORT FURTHER COMMENTS ON BOOK AFTER WE HAVE DIGESTED 
ENTIRE TEXT. 

BYRNE 
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